
ACCESSORY FAMILY DWELLING UNTT BYLAW

3.4 Introduction

As allowed in Section 3.034 of this bylaw, accessory family durclling mits shall be
permired by Special Permit. The Zoning Board of Appeals wrll apply the standards
specified trrein and may atach additional conditions it deems necessary.

3.4. I General Descripion

a An Aceesscry Fmily Dwelling Unit (AFDU) shll mean a semrd dwelling uit within
a singlefamily sruch.re-
b. The legal owams of the single-fmtily shrsture must be year*ormd residerds of the
premises.
c. AFDU shall denote exclusively a separate housekeeping unit, complete v.ith its own
sleeping cooking ard sanitary facilities. Tlre AFDU sha[ be desigped to maintain tbe
single-family apcrance of tle dwelling in which it is located. An AFD{J shall have
separate entranc€ located on tbe side or rear oftlre builditrg;. An AFDU shall not have
more tlun orrc be&mn.
d. Atr AFDU shsll have the sarne seet address as the single family dwelling in which it
is created- When '91 l" complimce requires a separaie stseet number, it should embody
the diminutive form, i.e. I09 Elm Stret ftr the main dwelling and lO9A EIm Street o{
109 (rear) Eh Street for tlrc AFDU.
e. Occupa.ncy of ao AFDU shall be restricted to a maximwn of two persons.

3.4.2Ir,fr,nt

a. To povide a homeowrcr with a oeam of ofttaining tkough tcnails itr tlrc AFDU,
companiomhip, independence, security, and services ard thereby to enable homeowners

to remain comforlably in homes aad neigtborhoods they might otherwise be unable to
maintain;
b. To provide homeowners an dtcnrative for the care ofelder or infirm relatives uhile
allowing such relatives independerrce;

c. To create increased opportunity for affordable housi4g;
d. To prdect the stabilrty, property values, and residential character neiglborhds by
eruring that that AFDtI's are installed only ia olrrer-occrpied houses and uder such

additioml conditims as rny be app'opriate to fur&er the ptrposes of this Bylaw; and

e. To regulate comfliace with the State Building Code in socalled in-law apartments.



The Zoning Board of Appeals may grant to a homoowner a nontransferable Special
Permi! to be renerved every three yean pending ZBA review, to allow an AIDU in an
existing or new single-family dwelling, trovided the following standards and
rEquirements are met:
a The AFDU must be a s€pmate hoiseke€ping mit from the originEl rmit The unrts
may, lrowever, share some utilities $rch as lreat, waler, sewer, sanitary disposal,
elecrricity, etc.
b. Only one AFDU will be allowed in a single-family house lot
c. Tlre lot on whioh the single-family horse is located must meet tlre minimrsn lot size
requirement ard must cmply with other applic$le zoning requirernents for its district-
The ZBA may allow an AIDU on a legally non-conforming lot with a finding that so
doing would not incrEase tlrc non-cmformity.
d. The AFDU shall be &igned so thd the appcarance of the buildirg remains tbat of a
single-frmily residence as much as possible- A new entrance must be located on the side

or rear of the buildirry. Any exterior alcrations should b€ consistent with the cluracter of
the existing single-fimily dwelling.
e. An AFDU shall have a separaie etrance, and may also have an interior dmrway to the
maindwelling
t Any AFDU shall bc timited to 750 square feet in the original dwelling in urtich it is to
be contained. An addition to the original building comprising all or part of the 750
square feet may be permitted by the ZBA.
g. Tbe AIDU shall be cleat subordinate to the single-family dwelling. It shall have no

more than one be&om.
h The ZBA may allow deviation from these conditions to facilitate access and mobility
for disabled persons.

i. The cursrwtion of ary AFDU must conform to all Stde Building and Health Code
requirernents, as well as the bylaws of the Town of Middlefield
j. Aa additioml oFstreet parking space shall be provided for an AEDU.

3.4.4 Applicsion Pre&aee

Tbe pocedure for application for a Special Permit to the ZBA for ut AFDU in a single
family dwelling shall be the same as prescribed for other Special Permi*, except the
additional requirement ofa notarized leter from the owner stdilg that he will occupy
either the main dwelling or the AFDU on a year-round basis.

3.4.5 Recording of Special Permit

No Buildiry Pemit shall be issued fu csrsilnrction of an AFDU until a Special
Permit hrs been gar$€d aad Ecorded in fie Registry ofDeeds by the applicant
and evifuce of srnh recording lus been submited to the Building Inspector.

3.4.6 Severance
If any part ofthis bylaw is found to be illegal, the balance shall remain in force.
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3.4 3 Strndards ad Requircments




