
 

Town of Middlefield 

MBI Committee Meeting 

Middlefield Town Hall 

June 25, 2018 
 

 
                                                    
Members present: Chair Brent Lebeau, Maureen Sullivan, and Jay Swift 
Attendees: Dave DiNicola, Al Sirard, Joe Kearns and Tamarin Laurel-Paine 
Meeting came to order at 6:00 
Minutes: 2018-06-01 & 05-23 minutes were reviewed. A motion was made and seconded to approve the 
minutes with amendments made. Motion passed unanimously. Brent will convert and send off. 
 
WG&E: In conversations with Katrine fromWG& E, Brent reported on the findings.  
Town would pay $1.5 million for a buildout that will take over a year and will own it. WG&E would help 
with the planning phase, administrative phase, make ready and maintenance and repair. The charge to the 
Town would be $35 for internet and $12 per phone. The Town would then increase the margin to 
subscribers to help pay down the debt. The volume pricing is based on the take rate of 24 communities 
that they service. Numbers will need to be redone to figure subscriber costs. 
 
Breakdown of estimated cost:  
Engineering and design: $107,000, Make Ready $400,000 for 803 poles, Construction $953,000 and 
Program management: $70,000. Project schedule estimation: Start on 9/1 and be open for business by end 
of 2019 
 
Affordability and Sustainability: Dave stated that these are the main concerns of the Selectboard. If the 
Town chooses to build out our own infrastructure, Bill Emmett of MBI would then be in charge of the 
construction. Bill would have to approve the numbers before a contract would be allowed. Discussion 
ensued on how much the town could afford. Dave will email Bill Emmett tomorrow to get clarification on 
items discussed tonight. 
 
Wireless: Joe mentioned the successful ventures of Warwick who’s had Wireless for 7 yrs and pointed 
out the no maintenance costs. Joe promoted the Wiredwest option and suggested contacting Plainfield and 
Otis. 
 
Short list: Started out with 6 options, are down to two: WG&E and Comcast. 
 
Next meeting: July 3 @ 6:00 
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:34 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Suzanne C. Lemieux 
 
 
 
 


