
RESULTS OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 4, 2019 

 

Present: Selectboard: Members Judith Hoag and Albert Sirard  

Regrets: Chair David DiNicola 

Moderator: Joseph Kearns Town Clerk: Suzanne C. Lemieux    

Moderator Joseph Kearns opened the meeting at 1:30 P.M. with a quorum present of 50 residents and 

warrant that was duly posted.   

Article 1:  Election of officers.  
               For the term of three years: 
 Selectboard   Finance Committee (2) 
 Assessor    Planning Board    
 School Committee  Library Trustee 
 Cemetery Commission               Constable 
  For the term of one year: 
 Moderator  
The polls will open at 12:00 noon and will close at 5:00 pm. The business meeting will                                   
start at 1:30 pm. 
 
Article 2: This Article was to act upon the reports of the Selectboard, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Assessors 

and other elected or appointed officers or committees of the Town.  This presents opportunities to 

question and interact with the residents.  

ARTICLE 3. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to fix the salaries and 

compensation of all elected officers of the Town for FY2019, as provided in Section 108 of 

Chapter 41 of the Massachusetts General Laws, as amended, and raise and appropriate $23,712 

(from Selectboard’s recommendation) hereafter (SB) for these salaries or compensations to be 

as of July l, 2019.  Motion passed unanimously at $23,712. 

ARTICLE 4. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the salaries and compensation of appointed staff for FY2020 $ 65,700. Motion 

passed unanimously at $65,700. 

ARTICLE 5. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the sum of $111,400 for General Government. Motion passed unanimously at 

$111,400. 

ARTICLE 6. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the sum of $44,490 (SB) for the Expense Accounts. Friendly Amendment made to 

change Electric Inspections Expense to 0, Plumbing Expense 0 and Constable Expense at $150. 

Motion with amendment passed unanimously at $44,490. 

ARTICLE 7. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the sum of $449,629(SB) for the Highways. Skip Savery noted the discrepancy from 

adopted FY2019 budget  to recommendation of $3,700. Amount should not have decreased. This will be 
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adjusted at STM in June if needed. Discussion ensued on taking funds from Free Cash to reduce the tax 

rate. A motion was made and seconded to amend the motion to the FC $464,629. Motion failed. Article 

passed unanimously on SB’s column for $449, 629. 

ARTICLE 8. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the sum of $21,830 to the Library, Veterans and Cemetery Accounts. Motion 

passed unanimously at $21,830. 

ARTICLE 9. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to Raise and 

Appropriate $10,000 to establish a Reserve Fund to provide for extraordinary or unforeseen 

expenditures, as provided by M.G.L. Chapter 40, section 6, as amended. Motion passed 

unanimously at $10,000. 

ARTICLE 10. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the sum of $84,877 (SB) for Protection of Persons & Property Accounts. Police Chief 

Tom Austin noted his handout at the meeting. He explained that the Police and Fire insurance is 

on the same policy so it reduces the original sum. One example of Police Department duties to 

explain the increased sum is that each application processed takes 3 hours to complete. Tom 

Austin was thanked for his 38 years of service to the Town, which makes Tom the longest 

serving Police Chief in the history of the Commonwealth. Motion passes unanimously. 

ARTICLE 11. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise the sum of 

$31,905 for Health & Sanitation. The HRM request was decreased because the administrator 

was successful in obtaining grants. Motion passed unanimously for $31,905. 

ARTICLE 12. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the sum of money for the Miscellaneous Accounts $8,790. HCOG is dissolving, 

amount reduced to 0. Motion passed unanimously for $8,790. 

ARTICLE 13. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to go from Statutory 

to Alternate Assessment by approving the change in the method of computing each of the six 

member town’s apportionment and payment of costs incurred by the Gateway Regional School 

district. A motion was made and seconded to pass over Article 13. Motion passed unanimously. 

ARTICLE 14. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the sum of $490,442 for Middlefield’s Alternative Assessment for the Gateway 

Regional School District. David Hopkins explained that Middlefield saved $45,000 from the 

statutory method of assessment. Motion passed unanimously at $490,442.  

ARTICLE 15. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the sum of $100,000 for Vocational Education. Motion passed unanimously at 

$100,000. 

ARTICLE 16. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to authorize revolving fund 
accounts for the receipt of inspection fees, pursuant to MGL Chapter 44, Section 53E½, to be expended 
during FY2020 without further appropriation for the purpose of administrative duties, capped at 
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amounts: Electrical Inspector: $2,500; Conservation Commission $2,000; Zoning Board of Appeals 
$1,000; Plumbing Inspector: $2,000. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 17. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to authorize a 

revolving fund, under Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 53E1/2, which may be 

spent on the Transfer Station without further appropriation during FY2020. Collected Transfer 

Station fees may be used for the Transfer Station attendant’s salary, for capital equipment, 

grounds improvement, or other related expenses to benefit the Transfer Station. The 

Selectboard may spend up to $7,500 in revolving fund monies for the Transfer Station during 

FY2020 and retain in this account all collected fees. Motion passed unanimously. 

ARTICLE 18. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate the sum of money for Debt & Interest $1,000. Motion passed unanimously. 

ARTICLE 19. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to authorize the 

Board of Assessors to appoint a member of the Board to serve as the Assessors’ Clerk at the 

salary fixed and voted on by the Town Meeting. Motion passed unanimously. 

ARTICLE 20. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to accept the Franklin 
Regional Transit Authority as the official transportation agent for the Council on Aging. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

ARTICLE 21. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to accept Chapter 90 

and all other Highway grant Funds from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for the purposes 

of repair, construction, maintenance and preservation of the Town’s roads and bridges and 

other related costs. Motion passed unanimously. 

ARTICLE 22. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to allow the 

Selectboard accept funds and gifts on behalf of the town. Motion passed unanimously. 

ARTICLE 23. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and 

appropriate $7,000 to continue the employment of the Economic Development Director of the 

Hilltown Collaborative for FY 2020 (a decrease from last year’s appropriation of $7,380). Jeanne 

LeClair was cited as a good resource for the town. Jeanne offers free classes for web design and 

small business ventures. A hand-out is available. She’s been getting involved in some of the 

projects at the Council on Aging. Motion passed unanimously. 

ARTICLE 24. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town vote to authorize the 

Selectboard to enter into a 10-year contract with the option for a 5 year extension, beginning 

on July 1, 2020, with the qualified vendor selected by Mass DEP through a competitive bidding 

process for recycling services for the Town, subject to the Selectboard’s determination that the 

contract is in the best interests of the Town and subject to town meeting approval in the Spring 

of 2020 for the funding for these services. Motion passed unanimously. 
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ARTICLE 25. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer $10,000 

from Free Cash to purchase a new 2,000 gallon diesel storage tank. A larger diesel tank is 

needed to keep us out of the red zone. Motion passed unanimously. 

ARTICLE 26. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer $18,000 

from Free Cash to purchase a new flail mower. Due to the stoppage of the electric company’s 

program providing a John Deere Boom Mower for each Town to share, a flail mower is needed 

to reach out to cut more grass. Motion passed unanimously at $18,000. 

ARTICLE 27. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer $10,000 

from the Stabilization Fund to purchase folding tables and interior upgrades. A 2/3rd vote is 

needed. The Senior Center lacks space for the growing senior population. Up to date tables 

would make it more comfortable. The old tables will be used at the town hall. Chairs are 

breaking pretty regularly. The COA will use their donation account to pay for part of the new 

chairs. Any unused funds will be returned. Motion passed unanimously at $10,000. 

ARTICLE 28. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer $5,000 

from Free Cash to finance the first year of a four-year cemetery mapping project. Fire Chief Ron 

Radwich stated that the Fire department didn’t sponsor Article 28. Ron stated that it’s important to 

work on keeping the stones upright. A motion was made and seconded to pass over Article 28 and 

present it at the STM. Motion passed. 

ARTICLE 29. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer $25,000 

from free cash to cover the FY 2019 overage in the snow removal account. A friendly 

amendment was made to reduce the amount to $21,057.65. Motion passed unanimously at 

$21,057.65. 

ARTICLE 30. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer $67,000 

from free cash to offset the tax rate. Motion passed unanimously at $67,000. 

ARTICLE 31. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer $90,000 

from free cash to the Stabilization Fund. Motion passed unanimously at $90,000. 

ARTICLE 32. To transact any other business to come before said meeting:  

Special Town Meeting will be scheduled for the 3rd Monday in June. One issue being the verbiage In 
the Gateway School agreement. 
The Highway Department was applauded for an exemplary job on the roads. 
People will meet at 10:00 Sunday on Memorial Day weekend to place flags on veteran’s graves. 
Noreen Suriner announced that a Book of Life is being created to honor the memories of Middlefield 
residents. Anyone who has a nice picture or history to be included should bring it to the COA. 

Grinders are still being served and funds are being donated to the Fair. 

A motion is made and seconded to dissolve town meeting 2:40. Motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Suzanne C. Lemieux Town Clerk 


