
Results of the Special Town Meeting
Town of Middlefield

20r.9-06-18
Present: Selectboard: Chair David DiNicola, Judith Hoag and Albert Sirard
Moderator: Joseph Kearns Town Clerk: Suzanne C. Lemieux

Joseph Kearns opened the meeting at 7:00 with a quorum of 12 present. Approx.26 residents.
SpecialTown Meeting was issued by the Selectboard, Duly signed and posted by the Constable

Article 1 A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to ratify the changes in the
Gateway Regional School Agreement adopted by the Gateway Regional School Committee or take any

action relative thereto: (5ee attached Amendment) David Hopkins, Superintendent of Schools spoke.

The School Board has been working on cleaning up the language in this agreement for 25 years. The one

ma n one vote is illegal and is cha nged to % vole per Town. Th ree towns have passed this agreement.
Article was brought to a vote and was too close to count. A standing count was taken. All in favor 19,

Opposed 7. Motion passed

ARTICLE 2. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer 55,000 from Free

Cash to finance the first year of a four-year cemetery mapping project, or take any action relative
thereto (this was on Article 28 on the AnnualTown Meeting Warrant that was passed over at the Annual

Town Meeting). The Finance Committee proposed this article as part of the capital plan. The Cemetery

Commission does not approve of this article and would like to have been consulted. Funds are needed

for general upkeep and that this project is not necessary. The Selectboard pointed out unexpected bills
concerning the internet need to be addressed. 55,000 needs to be voted on each year for this project
and the project may be revisited. Article was brought to a vote. Article 2 failed unanimously.

ARTICLE 3. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfers6,000 from the
Highway Maintenance Account to the Machinery Expense Account or take any action relative thereto;
A problem developed with the backhoe. The repair bill was not covered by the balance in the Machinery
Expense account. Funds are available in the Maintenance Account. Article was brought to a vote. Article
3 passed unanimously to transfer 56,000.

ARTICLE 4. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to transfer 56,000 from the
Fuel Account to the Machinery Expense Account or take any action relative thereto; Funds are available
in the Fuel Account to cover the above mentioned backhoe in Article 3. Article was brought to a vote.
Article 4 passed unanimously to transfer 56,000.

ARTICLE 5. A motion was made and seconded to see if the residents support the efforts of the
Selectboard pursuing a Massworks lnfrastructure Award for the repaving of Skyline Trail. ln the second
year of this application, resident's support is necessary. Letters of support from businesses and
politicians have been received. Funds will be appropriated from chapter 90 to show that the town's
willingness to contribute. No additional money will be taken out of the budget. Article was brought to a

vote. Article 5 passed unanimously.

ARTICLE 6. A motion was made and seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
additional sum of S45,394 for Middlefield's assessment for the Gateway Regional School District (Article
14 of the Annual Town Meeting raised and appropriated the sum of 5490,442 this will bring the total



assessment to S535.836) Minimum contribution is set by the state. David Hopkins spoke to this. Four

towns have passed this budget. The importance of an updated census was noted. Article was brought to
a vote. Article 6 passed unanimously to appropriate the additional sum of S45,394.

ARTICLE 7. To transact any other business that may come before said meeting: Chester Miniature
Theater tickets are available to Middlefield residents. We need to call in advance to reserve seats for all

performances at a cost of S10 each. The Chester Miniature Theater uses Middlefield's auditorium to
practice for their performances.

Respectfully submitted, Suzanne C. Lemieux Town Clerk




