
 

Town of Middlefield 

Finance Committee 

Open meeting Jan 28, 2020 

 

Present: Joe Kearns, Chair, Gita Jozsef, Secretary, Adair Laurel-Cafarella, Curt Robie 

Review of minutes 

Joe Kearns opened the meeting at 7:07 pm. The November 26 meeting minutes were 
reviewed and accepted as amended. 

Reserve fund transfers 
Reserve fund transfers were again delayed since the Town accountant has yet to 
provide the list of overdrawn accounts for FY 2020. In addition, ATM appropriations are 
yet to be reflected in the Accountant’s current budget report. 

Schedule Town Meeting Warrant discussions 
Committee agreed to ask the Selectboard to set up a brainstorming Town meeting on a 
weekday in March to discuss items in the warrant including the most urgent needs for 
the Police, Highway, and Fire departments  

Any other business 
Finance Committee will continue meeting with department heads to review their budget 
requests.  

Arrange meetings with the Selectboard to discuss ATM warrant budget items. 

Financial Grant Opportunities 
Curt Robie received an estimate of $300-350K to build the Police Garage.   

He also spoke with Lyndon S. Nichols, Area Director for USDA Rural Development 
about available Community Facility Grant opportunities. Unfortunately, the town would 
only qualify for a grant between $20,000 and $30,000. The USDA uses data from the 
US census to determine eligibility and grant ceilings. The US Census for 2010 showed 
that the median income for Middlefield was $66,000. As this is above the poverty level, 
we would only qualify for a lesser grant. The town could apply for a loan payable over a 
forty year period, for which the current interest rate is 2.75%. The town would have to 
make a financial contribution towards the project to apply for the loan. 

Nichols offered several other leads on possible federal programs. Preference is given to 
towns that make a financial commitment to projects, but it is not required. Grants 
amounts are made up to $150,000. Applications are made on an annual basis through a 
Notice of Funds Availability (NOFA) in the Federal Register. Federal grant applications 
require five years’ of town financial records. 



The other possible area the town might want to consider is meeting with the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission to see if they could help in any capacity. 

Upcoming meeting 

February 11 at 7:00 pm 

Adjournment 

A motion was approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gita Jozsef, Secretary 

 




