
 

Town of Middlefield 

Online GIS For Dummies 

 

About Middlefield’s Online GIS 
Middlefield’s online GIS (Geographic Information System) in a powerful tool 

maintained by Cartographic Associates that provides an intuitive interface to 

access property maps and many types of information developed by MassGIS. It 

supports numerous queries, including: 

 Building Commissioner inquiries including topography, zoning, lot 

dimensions, setbacks, easements, and detached structures 

 DEP wetlands & Title 5 setbacks for the Board of Health, Building 

Commissioner & Conservation Commission 

 Abutters lists for Assessors, foresters, and the Zoning Board of Appeals 

 Lost persons and other locations for the Police Department 

 Communications Committee test mapping 

 Town residential and commercial zones for the Planning Board 

 Town department searches by owner name, map & lot, location, etc. 

 View abandoned vehicles for Board of Health and Building Commissioner 

 Points of interest for residents and visitors 

Our custom implementation incorporates the BioMap2 shape files of Core 

Habitats and Critical Natural Landscapes. We have also created custom data 

layers of House & Driveway locations and DSL Availability. 

 

The rate and which the GIS display responds depends on the 

speed of your internet connection. 

Using the Online GIS 
To launch Middlefield’s online GIS: 

1. Go to http://middlefieldma.net/ and click on the Middlefield GIS map in the 

lower-right. 

 

You will be prompted to install Microsoft Silverlight if it’s not 

already on your system. 

2. Click Enter Site. 

http://www.mass.gov/mgis/massgis.htm
http://www.mass.gov/anf/research-and-tech/it-serv-and-support/application-serv/office-of-geographic-information-massgis/datalayers/biomap2.html
http://middlefieldma.net/


Entering 

the GIS  

3. Click the icons in the upper-right, and then click the map to 

zoom in, zoom out, or drag to position the map. 

 

Zoom In and Zoom Out center on where you click. You can also 

zoom in and out with your mouse wheel, but that can be tricky. 

Selecting a Map Type 
Your default map view when entering the site is the Parcel map against a Relief 

background. You can click various buttons in the upper-right to select: 

 Relief for the default view 

 USGS to display the topographical map. 

 Aerial to display the satellite imagery. 

Aerial 

view  

 Parcel for parcel lines only, without any background. 

 

Relief and USGS options disappear as you zoom in closely. 

Displaying Map Layers 
It addition to the base maps, you can select many Map Layers in the left pane of 

the Query Manager: 



Selecting 

Map 

Layers  

 Select Middlefield Public, display property lines and places of interest. 

 

Drag the slider to adjust transparency of selected layers. 

 Base Map to select multiple layers, including Places of Interest, Parcel 

Lines, and Tax Map Text such as parcel number, acreage, and boundary 

measurements. 

 

Click the small triangles to the left of check boxes to display/hide 

multiple options. 

 BioMap2 for various conservation related selections including Core 

Habitat, Critical Natural Landscape, and Rare Wildlife Habitats. 

 

Click the small triangles on the left to display BioMap2 keys. 

 Contour Map to display color-coded elevation lines. 

 DSL Availability Map to display estimated locations where Verizon DSL 

service is available (green) or not available (red).  

 House and Driveway Coordinates to display Middlefield house and 

driveway locations. 

 Hydrography – Water Features to display DEP Wetlands and Drainage 

Basins. 

 Open Space Map to display various characteristics of open space lands. 

 Regulated Areas to display Title 5 Setback Areas. 

 Zoning Map to display Middlefield’s business district. 

Viewing the Bing Aerial Map 
You can use also Microsoft’s version of Google Earth from within the GIS: 

1. Click the Bing button in the upper-left to view the high resolution satellite 

imagery. 



 

You won’t see the property lines and other map layers in Bing 

aerial view. 

2. Click the buttons in the upper-left to adjust the aerial display: 

 Zoom in and out 

 Pan in any direction 

 Switch between 2D and 3D 

 

You’ll be prompted to download and install 3D and restart your 

browser to view maps in 3D, and tour and save to video. 

 Road to display roads only. 

 Aerial, the default view. 

 Bird’s eye for 45 degree view taken from low-flying aircraft. 

 Labels for road overlay. 

Using the Graphic and Measure Tools 
You can measure areas and distances on your maps: 

1. Click the tools icon in the upper-left and then select Measure Tools. 

Selecting 

Measure 

Tools  

2. Draw polygons or segmented lines to measure area or distance. 

To draw graphics on your maps: 

1. Click the tools icon in the upper left and then select the Graphic Tools. 

2. Click various selections to add lines, figures, or text. 

Selecting 

a graphic 

tool  

3. Click the Arrow to edit a graphic; click the Eraser to erase your graphics. 

Identifying Properties 
To identify and highlight a property: 

1. Click the identity icon  in the upper-right. 

2. Click to highlight the property and show the owner, address, map and lot 

numbers. 



Identifying 

a property  

Finding properties 
To find properties: 

1. Click the Find drop-down list in the upper-left. 

2. Enter your Search for: text, and then click to Find Owner, Find 

Address, or Find Parcel ID. 

3. Click on a row in the search results to zoom to that property. 

Finding a 

property  

Under the Results Tools, you can add or remove selected properties, and print 

reports or mailing labels. 



Viewing property details 
To view a property’s details: 

1. Click  in the upper-right and then click to highlight the property. 

2. Click Property Card under Map Details in the left panel. 

3. Click on the Parcel ID in the pop-up window. 

4. You can then click the PDF icon to view and print the parcel’s Property 

Record Card. 

Viewing 

property 

details 

 

Creating an Abutters List 
To create an abutters list: 

1. Click the identity icon  in the upper-right. 

2. Click to highlight the property. 

3. In the Abutters Tools under Map Details in the left pane, enter the 

Distance (ft) and then click Select. 

Creating 

an 

Abutters 

List  

You can then print an Abutters List Report or mailing labels. 


