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SELECTBOARD MINUTES 

MARCH 11, 2019 

 

Meeting opened at 6:00pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola, Chair; Judith Hoag; Albert Sirard 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA) 

 

Board met with Andy Myers and Jeanne LeClair, Economic Director of the Hilltown 

Collaborative. Jeanne gave a brief recap of her efforts to increase interest in the 

Hilltowns. She has been active on social media touting the benefits of the area, some 

radio ads on WAMC, public radio out of Albany and a lot of word of mouth. She has 

seen a spike in traffic on the web site; she has also sent a one page promo to the area real 

estate agents and will host a breakfast in April of the realtors. Many of the area realtors 

have no idea of the area or its benefits. Dave said he has a different vision of the 

Hilltowns as it is remote and not for everyone and tough for families with children as 

there are not a lot of activities that are close by. 

 

Andy stated something has to be done to counter the declining enrollment of the Gateway 

school, this year there was a slight increase in population of the lower grades with the 

population aging and rising tax rates, every little bit will help. Gateway is also adding 

Early Child Education to its curriculum as a vocational choice; this course is not offered 

by either Smith or Westfield. 

 

Andy also said the town appropriations are being addressed and Middlefield will pay less 

as it has not downtown to attract business to as do Chester, Huntington and some of the 

other towns. Andy said the Montgomery may not be part of the group as their Selectboard 

voted 2-1 not to back the membership. 

 

Dave stated he knows they have helped some town residents and thanked them for that. 

Judy said the COA has put together a Welcome Packet for new residents and would like 

some help from Jeanne in adding various items that may interest the residents. Jeanne 

said to let her know how she can help. She also said that she is now a member of the 

Highland Valley Elder Services board. 

 

Both Andy and Jeanne invited the board to attend the Collaborative meeting tomorrow 

night in Chester, they will be meeting with some of the areas State Representatives to 

discuss the PILOT payments on State owned land and the East-West rail service. The 

Board thanked them for their attendance and information. 

 

Warrants reviewed and signed; Payroll: $10,163.10; Expenses: $32,423.14 

 

Minutes approved on motion by Dave, Al 2nd; vote 2-0 with Judy abstaining as she was 

not present at the meeting. 

 



 2 

Under New Business Judy stated the COA is putting together a take some, leave some 

Food Pantry at the Senior Center in the foyer once the interior can be secured. Also, Judy 

motioned to appoint Marilyn Miller to the COA board, Dave 2nd; vote 3-0. TA will send 

letter of appointment to her. 

 

Dave said there should be some acknowledgement of the Fire Dept. for all they do; they 

were honored in last year’s Town Report.  

 

Dave also reiterated that the Accountant and Treasurer should be informed of any grants 

the town receives so reimbursement can be pursued in a timely manner. 

 

Dave is attempting to contact the Alford Selectboard Chair as there town does not have a 

police force but pays the Mass State Police $40,000 for coverage and another $10,000 for 

a person to handle the paperwork. 

 

Old business: Judy wanted an update of the lighting for the Senior Center under the 

DOER grant, TA advised he has attempted to contact PVPC for additional information so 

a RFP can be issued. This would also include the insulation for the crawl space once the 

electrical has been updated. Judy also felt the Personnel Policy should be brought 

forward; TA will email the policy to members again. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn, Al 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 7:47. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 


