
SELECTBOARD MINUTES 

APRIL 8, 2019 

 

Meeting opened at 6:07pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola, Chair; Judith Hoag, Albert Sirard 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator 

 

Dave motioned to open Board of Health meeting, Judy 2nd; vote 3-0 and BOH meeting opened at 

6:12pm. Health Agent, Jacki Duda, present. 

 

Jackie wanted to give the board an update on the BOH activities, this year has been much quieter 

than last. She will be gone the month of May and will check to see if she can find someone to 

cover for her. Septic repairs can be witnessed by a board member, new septic installs need a 

certified soil evaluator to inspect. Title 5 can be witnessed by the agent but it is not necessary. 

 

Older Title 5 perc tests are okay if there is documentation, the locations can be identified and the 

surrounding areas have not been affected. 

 

She has concerns with the Middlefield Fair inspections this year, the contact she had for the past 

years has passed and no one has been in contact with her for this year. Normally, Jackie has 

started the paperwork for the vendors and then she only has to inspect just prior to the fair. Ron 

Radwich happened to come in and since he is on the Fair Board she will follow with him after 

the meeting. 

 

Board thanked Jackie for her information, Dave motioned close the BOH meeting and resume 

the Selectboard meeting, Judy 2nd; vote 3-0 and BOH meeting closed at 6:30pm. 

 

Selectboard meeting resumed. 

 

Treasurer Bev Cooper met with Board. Bev said she has found the error in the cash balance that 

had been off, prior treasurer did not post the $14,000 payment to the retirement board and that 

was the error. She is now complete with any work that was required due to the prior treasurer’s 

failure to complete. Free cash audit will be submitted to DOR for certification. 

 

Highway Superintendent, Skip Savery, met with Board and discussed the JCB backhoe and the 

issues with the transmission. The mechanic that came and inspected the unit is no longer 

employed by the repairer and another mechanic has inspected. He believes the issue is with the 

electrical harness and not the transmission. Also, the 2 older Ford trucks that were part of the 

trade-in for the new freightliner were finally removed.  

 

Skip has been grading and repairing the dirt roads, Reservoir and Chipman were the worst roads 

this mud season. Al felt he had been doing a great job on the roads this year. Skip said he would 

be paving Town Hill Road and Chester Road from the bridge to the Chester town line. Chester 

will be paving from Johnson Hill to the Middlefield town line. 

 



Minutes were approved on motion by Judy, Al 2nd; vote 2-0. Dave abstained as he did not attend 

the meeting. 

 

Warrants reviewed and signed; Payroll: $8,120.41; Expenses: $ 14,465.90. 

 

New contract for the post Office location was signed, it is a 5 year contract with 2 renewals. IT 

contract for cell boosters for Town Hall and Senior Center was also signed. 

Cartographic contract for the Assessors was also signed. 

 

Town Report was discussed next; all reports must be in by 4/16 so it can be brought to the 

printers. Dedication will be to Priscilla Suriner, she recently passed and was a long time resident 

of town. Judy will also be obtaining some photos for the report. 

 

ATM warrant was discussed, Dave has some issues with the requested Police budget, he has 

been in contact with the Alford selectboard chair and they pay the Mass State Police $30,000 and 

year for patrols and then pay their retired chief another $10,000 to handle the paperwork, such as 

issuing gun permits, etc. Most of the articles were not held to any scrutiny at this time. There will 

be further review at the next meeting. 

 

Fire Chief, Ron Radwich, wanted to make sure the $26,000 authorized from the Stabilization 

fund would still be available and could be put into a truck fund. That way if an acceptable used 

truck were found, he would have the money to put a down payment on. There was continued 

discussion regarding this. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn; Judy 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 8:50pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 

 

 


