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SELECTBOARD MINUTES 

APRIL 22, 2019 

 

Meeting opened at 5:30pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola, Chair; Judith Hoag; Albert Sirard 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator 

 

Board met with Police Chief, Tom Austin; Tom explained that his original 

budget request included at least 20 hours a week for the new chief. Any 

officer can be appointed chief but then will have to go through the chief’s 

training. Tom said he has to retire on September 27th but could continue as 

an officer. Currently he has two officers, Jenny Dion and Bob Hoynoski, he 

would like to see the new chief appointed from one of his current officers 

but that decision is up to the Selectboard. The new chief would be in charge 

of scheduling, training and all the paperwork required of the chief. There 

was continued discussion on the budget, possibility of the State Police being 

integrated with the Middlefield police, etc. Tom said he would like to see 

resident get involved and become police officers, but the training required is 

a drawback. In the end tom agreed that a $15,000 salary was acceptable for 

the chief. The total police budget would be $40,700. The Board thanked 

Tom for his time and also for his 38 years as chief. 

 

Highway snow budget was discussed next with Superintendent Skip Savery, 

about $21,000 was overspent on snow removal and that will be covered by 

Free Cash and voted on at the Town Meeting. 

 

COA has requested $10,000 from the Stabilization Fund. Judy addressed this 

issue; she said the original request for installing a filtration system for the 

water was withdrawn after discussion with the COA board. The money now 

requested would be for replacing the tables, some new chairs and refinishing 

the floor. The current tables don’t allow for seating in the area of the legs 

and that limits the number of residents that can be served, the old tables 

would be brought to the Town Hall for use there. The current water is okay 

for dishes, etc but does not taste good for drinking and the COA would 

continue to use the bottled water they currently have for drinking. 

 

Town Administrator advised that PCPC will be soliciting bids for the 

replacement of the current lighting with LED bulbs in the Senior Center as 

well as the Town Hall. 
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Warrants reviewed and signed; Payroll: $16,669.23; Expenses: $34,640.02 

 

Minutes of April 8th approved on motion by Judy, Dave 2nd; vote 3-0. 

Minutes of April 16th approved on motion by Judy; Al 2nd; vote 3-0. 

 

Under new business Board said next year they would like to meet with 

various departments and the Finance Board prior to the budget being 

prepared. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn, Al 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 

6:44pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 


