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SELECTBOARD MINUTES 

JUNE 3, 2019 

 

Meeting opened at 6:02pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola; Chair; Judith Hoag; Albert Sirard 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA) 

 

Board met with Jim Bitzas, Comcast and Cynthia Gaines, MBI. Jim was there to go over 

the mapping of Comcast’s proposal for the town, Cynthia is there to listen to any issues 

and take back to MBI as MBI has allocated additional funding for the Comcast buildout. 

Jim said the entire town would be wired for internet with the exception of lower Town 

Hill Road; Comcast has to provide coverage to at least 96% of the town according to the 

MBI rules. Al felt they should strive for 100% coverage but Jim said is a financial 

decision by Comcast. He will provide an estimate for covering that portion of town but 

felt it would be in the $50,000-60,000 range but will put firm numbers together. Dave 

questioned if there would be savings by not having to have a police detail on many of the 

roads and could that savings be put toward the additional buildout. Jim said the costs per 

mile vary depending on pole replacement, underground utility services (there are none in 

town), etc. Howard Knickerbocker said with 10 full time residential customers it should 

alleviate some of the costs. Howard would like review the map and send some of his 

thoughts to Jim. 

 

Joe Kearns questioned if either Becket or Washington could provide service to areas of 

town as both are using Whip City for their provider, Jim said that was possible as 

Comcast is providing Becket with a portion of coverage near the Chester line that is 

easier for Comcast to reach than it would be for Whip City. Jim also said if the make 

ready costs come in under their estimate, it allows for more money to be spent on 

providing coverage. 

 

The timetable for internet reaching the town depends on how quickly the make ready is 

completed; once that is done it would take about 4 months for everyone to be connected 

according to Jim. The board thanked both for their attendance. 

 

Warrants reviewed and signed; Payroll: $11,095.50; Expenses: $12,929.63 

 

Minutes were approved on motion by Dave, Judy 2nd; vote 3-0. 

 

Fire Chief Ron Radwich met with the board and advised he had located a 4 wheel drive 

tanker on Long Island and went down and drove and inspected it. It met the requirements 

and needs of the fire department. He is going to purchase the unit and have it trucked 

back to town. Also, the siren has not been working; he had John Savery check out the 

electrical and everything on the ground was in working order. He needs to have a bucket 

truck check the top of the pole. TA said he would contact Chester Electric and see if thay 

could provide one of their trucks to inspect the top. 
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After brief discussion on the Personnel Policy to make sure the one reviewed was the 

final policy, Judy motioned to accept it, Al 2nd and vote 3-0 and the Personnel Policy is 

now in effect. 

 

TA told the board the Tanglewood Runners would be stopping in town on June 29th as 

they run from Boston to Lenox as a fund raiser. In years past, they have provided a free 

concert to the town in appreciation of the hospitality the town shows the runners. 

Residents provide bagels, water, fruit and breakfast items for the runners at their own 

expense. The Board authorized up to $200 to be reimbursed to the residents purchasing 

the supplies. 

 

The town barbecue was discussed next; there was discussion that it would be held in 

conjunction with Middlefield Days and held at the fairgrounds. Further discussion 

regarding a band that would be paid for by the Middlefield Days group, prices obtained 

for catering the event expecting up to 150 people would attend. This originally started as 

a way to thank the volunteer firemen for their support and service to the town. There will 

be further discussion in future meetings.  

 

Old business: Al wants to know when the board will be looking to replace Tom as Police 

Chief. That will be on the next agenda. 

 

Judy would like a to letter to be sent to the area that is currently not in the Comcast 

service plan telling them the board will do everything to get them the dame service as the 

rest of the town. TA will draft a letter and send it to board members for review before 

mailing. 

 

Ann Marie Visconti told the board a First Responders course was held and she will 

forward a list of all the participants. 

 

Al motioned to adjourn, Dave2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 8:08pm 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Alert Sirard 


