
SELECTBOARD MINUTES 

AUGUST 12, 2019 

 

Meeting opened at 6:02 

 

Present: Judith Hoag; Albert Sirard; David DiNicola, Chair arrived at 6:10pm 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator 

 

Warrants reviewed and signed; Payroll: $13,042.69; Expenses: $113,786.36. 

 

Meeting moved to auditorium as large crowd of residents were in attendance. 

 

Board continued discussion regarding Police Department. Chief Tom Austin 

addressed the audience and said that 99% of the townspeople wanted to keep the 

Middlefield PD and also have a local chief. He spoke against the possibility of 

merging the department with Chester. At that point Dave said there had been no 

further talks with Chester and the only discussion was at a board meeting a couple 

of months ago when Chester’s chief and a selectboard member met with the Board. 

 

There was continued discussion regarding the Chester/Blandford police and that 

the residents did not want that in town, Tom had a copy of an email that Dave had 

sent to the Selectboard email and asking Al where we were on the police grant. 

Jenny Dion said the Annual town Meeting had voted the budget and it included 

more money for increased patrols. Tom said that many residents would rather 

come into his office and talk rather than calling 9-1-1. The residents are all our 

neighbors. Judy stated the ATM voted the budget as it was explained and the 

police dept. should be kept as is through the fiscal year. 

 

Tom said he was not going to recruit any new officers and would have left it up to 

the new chief. But now has 1 retired police officer and 2 others in town that would 

be willing to become town officers. 

 

Noreen Suriner stated there is a push from the governor’s office for consolidation 

and some positions make sense but not the emergency services of a small town. 

The residents have a wonderful opinion of Tom and all that he has done. Al said he 

has the greatest respect for Tom and that he is a fantastic person. Sherri Venditti 

asked what the rationale was for having Chester take over the police dept. rather 

than looking to hire locally. Dave said the focus is on appointing a new chief, 

currently there is one applicant and Tom should be involved in the process. 

 



Judy said she was not pushing in any direction and found it clear that the 

appointment should be a local person if possible. 

 

Adair Laurel-Cafarella said he was the 1% that was not happy with Tom. Prior to 

his building on Bell Road, he had people screaming, putting up signs and throwing 

objects on his property and called Tom and was told to call the State Police. Tom 

responded by saying he had the State Police knock on his door and tell him one of 

his daughters was involved, so he could not do any of the investigation. Adair said 

no charges were filed but the State Police told him the matter was settled and there 

would be no more problems.  

 

Tom and Dave agreed to have a committee set up to determine the next Police 

Chief, Tom would like to see it remain local. There was a short discussion on this 

topic. 

 

Jack Guyette wanted to know why some of the Selectboard minutes were not 

posted promptly. It was explained that for the month of July not all of the board 

members attended each meeting and the minutes could only be approved by the 

members that were at the meeting. Howard Knickerbocker suggested videotaping 

the minutes and that way they could be posted immediately. 

 

Mark Doane stated he had been stopped by Tom once and was given a warning and  

Tom also told him the next time he would tell his mother. Mark said if you were 

going to be away, you could tell Tom and he would do house checks, he also did 

welfare checks on the residents. Mark stated he was proud to say Tom is our Chief 

of Police. 

 

There was discussion on letting Tom continue as Chief until the end of the Fiscal 

Year and to let him build the department. A Latino resident spoke up and said he 

has lived in town for 10 years and has never felt any discrimination or back door 

politics. 

 

Sherri Venditti said it was easy to assume back door politics in the newspapers but 

the Selectboard agenda is posted prior to the meetings and the public is welcome to 

attend the meetings. 

 

Hampshire County Sheriff Patrick Cahillane spoke, stating he had been with the 

Sheriff’s Department by serving summons in Middlefield and has known Tom 

since then. He said Tom is all about the community and to know who is in the 

community and it is important to have a chief like Tom. 



There was discussion on the process of hiring a new chief, liabilities the town 

could face and it is not a simple process. If it’s not broke, don’t fix it. 

 

Lt. John Hackett of the Russell State Police barracks said the state police will 

provide backup to the local departments. He has two troopers on duty every shift 

and if there is no one available locally, he sends his troopers as primary 

responders. If it is an emergency and his troopers are not available he can always 

call the Lee or Shelburne barracks for help. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn, Al 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 7:05pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator  

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 

 

 

 


