
Public Hearing conducted by the Middlefield Select Board as Hearing Authority of a
Dangerous Dog violation. Held on Sept 25,2019 al Niliddlefield Town Hall

Re: Dog owned by Cynthia Lapa, Arthur Pease Rd

Present: SB members Judy Hoag and AI Sirard, Dave DiNicola absent
TA Duane Pease absent, minutes taken by Sherri Venditti

Hearinq was opened by Al Sirard at 7:04 PM

ACO Terry Donovan provided SB with copies of the Findings from the l\,4arch 20 16 "dangerous dog"
complaint Hearing involving the same dog. At that t me the dog was deemed by the Hearing Huthority
(SB) to be a "dangerous dog" and required to be kept leashed or in a fenced area at all times.

ACO Terry Donovan also provided SB with statements from Stacy Fisk regarding the attack on her dog
while walking past Ms. Lapa's property and from Cynthia Lapa stating that she believes the dog got out of
her yard through a broken gate.

MGL Chapter 140, Section 157; Nuisance or Dangerous Dogs, Section (h) provides for seizure of a
"dangerous dog" if the owner or keeper of the dog is found to be in violation of a previous order. lt is the
recommendation of ACO Donovan that the SB require the dog to be confined in accordance with the
requirements of section (ii) of referenced statute and on leash at all times other than when the dog rs rn
the confinement area or inside the owner's house. Section (ii)requires that outdoor confinement be in a
securely locked pen or dog run which has a secure roof and either a floor secured to the sides or
the sides be embedded into the ground by no less than 2 feet, and a dog house or shelter from the
elements.

ACO Donovan further recommends that the dog not be allowed loose in any of the existing fence at any
time, must be kept on leash going to and from the house to the qualifying confinement area, and that any
subsequent violation of the order result in euthanasia of the dog.

Al moved to accept the recommendations of ACO Donovan with the exception that she seize the dog and
hold her until the requirements set fodh in section (ii) have been installed by the owner, inspected and
approved by the ACO and another town official, and costs associated with seizure and holding of the dog
have been paid. [,4otion seconded by Judy. Voted: Al -.Aye, Judy Aye. l\.4otion passed, ACO Donovan
will contact Police Chief Tom Austin to schedule.
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