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DAMGEROUS DOG HEARING 
NOVEMBER 18, 2019 

 
Hearing opened at 7:00pm 
 
Present: David DiNicola, Selectboard Chair; Judith Hoag, Selectboard member; Terry 
Donovan, Animal Control Officer; Cynthia Lapa, dog owner; Duane Pease, Town 
Administrator. 
 
Others present: Tamarin Laurel-Paine; Adair Laurel-Cafarella; Sally Connor; Skip 
Savery; Suzanne Lemieux 
 
This hearing is classified as a Dangerous Dog Hearing as there was a prior incident with 
this dog and the hearing held on March 8, 2016 and the result of the hearing was to 
deem the dog a “Dangerous Dog”. 
 
ACO reports incident occurred on September 10, 2019 while Stacy Fisk’s son was 
walking his mother’s 3 dogs. Ms. Lapa’s dog was in her fenced area when he came out 
of the area and up to one of the dogs. He sniffed one of the dogs and then just jumped 
on it. Stacy’s son was finally able to pull the dog off and slam it to the ground. Ms. Lapa 
could not control her dog and Stacy’s son was able to put a leash on it and bring it back 
into Lapa’s yard. 
 
Ms. Lapa said with all her contractors going in and out of her property one of them 
broke the gate and she was using bungee cords to hold it shut but it was not good 
enough. At the time of the incident she was working in her barn and came out as soon 
as she heard the noise. 
 
ACO report dated 9/12/19 states she contacted Sgt. Roy Sutton of MSPCA regarding 
what to do next. She was informed the law was pretty explicit on the procedure. ACO 
recommends the Selectboard hold a public hearing and have Ms. Lapa attend and be 
informed of the procedure. ACO suggests not seizing the dog at this time and giving Ms. 
Lapa 10 business days to obtain a secure fenced area for her dog. This is described in 
MGL, Chapter 140, section 157. ACO would then inspect with a Town official to make 
sure the area is in accordance with the law. If not compliant, the dog would be 
surrendered to the ACO until such time the fencing is completed. ACO also stated that 

mailto:selectboard@middlefieldma.net


the dog be walked on a leash between the house and fenced area and that any 
variation of this procedure or an additional offense would result in the euthanasia of the 
animal. 
 
Ms. Lapa said she has reimbursed Stacy Fisk $350+/- in vet bills. Her dog is very 
friendly towards people but not other dogs. When questioned if the dog has gotten out 
since this, no one has seen it out of the yard. Ms. Lapa said she has installed and 
electric fence and the dog will not go near the boundaries now and also double locks on 
all of the gates. 
 
There was further discussion and Lapa was told the Town is following the Mass General 
Laws and not creating rules as they go. ACO read the MGL applicable to this and Ms. 
Lapa was given a copy of the laws. ACO was adamant that whenever the dog was in 
the yard it be on a leash attached to person in charge of the dog. ACO explained the 
fencing necessary. Ms. Lapa said with the colder weather it may be difficult for her to 
find a contractor to build her a fenced area, ACO explained it could be a smaller area for 
now and then a larger one when the weather is better.  
 
Board said they are willing to work with her but she does have to take steps now to 
prevent this from happening again. Ms. Lapa was given until December 4, 2019 to 
provide a secure outdoor fenced area for her dog. The ACO and Town official will 
inspect at that time. 
 
Hearing was adjourned at 7:25pm. 

 


