
 1 

Selectboard Minutes 

January 6, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:00pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola, Chair; Judith Hoag; Albert Sirard 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA) 

 

Erica Johnson, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) 

 

Erica spoke to the Board regarding the upcoming Community Development Block Grant 

application. The town received a grant for a new roof on the Senior Center as well as 

painting a few years ago. She explained the grant and its process and the benefits to the 

town; housing rehabilitation and social services are currently available to town residents. 

The grant is based on low to moderate incomes. This is a regional grant that includes the 

towns of Chester, Huntington, Russell and Middlefield. 

  

The issue of the General Store and adjacent house came up again and since it was denied 

last year, Erica had no hope of submitting it again. She is still willing to look for ways to 

obtain funding and will help in any way she can.  

Building Commissioner, Bill Girard, was invited to the meeting and said the store is the 

only building that is condemned and not safe to enter, the house is not condemned by him 

but most likely would be by the Health Agent as there are leaks, no potable water or 

functioning septic system. Dave will get updated costs on asbestos removal for the house. 

Judy questioned if the windows at the Senior Center would be able to be replaced under 

the grant, Erica said no as it was a historical building. A new hot water heater, electrical 

work and generator may be something the grant would consider. Al said if a generator 

were to be granted, the electrical panel would have to be moved and a transfer switch 

installed.  

 

Also questioned was if the grant could cover any of the Town’s cost for paying the 

additional monies to bring the internet to the Bancroft area. Erica said she would have to 

send questionnaires to the affected residents. TA will get info to her. The Board thanked 

her for her attendance. 

 

Selectboard meeting continued. Minutes of 12/2/19 were approved on motion by Dave, 

Al 2nd; vote 2-0, Judy abstained as she was not present. Minutes of 11/18/19 were 

approved on motion by Judy, Dave 2nd; vote 2-0, Al abstained as he was not present. 

Minutes of 12/21/19 were approved on motion by Dave, Al 2nd; vote 3-0. 

 

IT discussion, neither Steve nor Joe were in attendance TA contacted Northeast IT and 

Joel Mollison will be at the Town Hall Friday at 1pm. Tax Collector and Assessor will be 

meeting with him. All are invited to come. 

 

Judy said she has been in contact with Jon Gould, Senator Hinds’ representative and has 

been looking for funding to take down the 2 buildings in the town center. She, Jay Swift 
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and Skip Savery have met with him and looked to Mass Development and other sources 

of funding. Judy will arrange a meeting on January 27th with Jon so he can bring the 

Board up to date. There was continued discussion about the buildings and the DEP 

testing of the wells and if there should be another round of testing, Skip will follow with 

a testing company. This testing should be done before any of the buildings are removed. 

TA will attempt to locate DEP files that had the test results in them. 

 

New business: Judy said the tables and chairs for the Senior Center are ordered but seller 

needs PO, TA will send PO to seller.  

 

TA said that MBI released additional funds for the towns building their own fiber 

network through Westfield Gas & Electric. Dave will follow with Peter Larkin to see if 

any funds were designated for towns using a cable company. 

 

Highway Superintendent, Skip Savery, advised the International is at the dealer and the 

chassis harness is corroded, he has not received an estimate of the costs. There was 

discussion regarding the truck and the number of problems it has had. It is a 2012 with 

35,000 miles on it and Dave wondered if it might be better to trade it in and purchase a 

new truck. Skip said he spoke with Curt Robie about looking into the Volkswagen grant 

program. This is the fine VW had to pay when it was discovered they were playing with 

computers to give vehicles false mileage information. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn, Al 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 7:37pm 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 

 

 

 


