
Selectboard Minutes 

February 24, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:00pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola, Chair; Albert Sirard; absent: Judith Hoag 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA) 

 

Highway Superintendent, Skip Savery, met with the Board regarding his snow 

budget. He currently has about $4,600 left and has some outstanding salt bills. 

After discussion, Dave motioned to raise the budget by $20,000; Al 2nd; vote 2-0. 

International truck was also discussed, a problem with overheating and after 

trouble shooting he could not determine the problem. Truck is being towed to 

international dealer for repairs. Skip to have police notify residents that parking on 

roads during winter is not allowed, there are a couple of cars that make passing 

difficult especially for school buses. 

 

Animal Control Officer, Terry Donovan, updated the Board. Dog licensing is down 

from last year. She will be working with the Town Clerk to check on unlicensed 

dogs. She will be sending post cards to owners and fine is $10 after 4/15 and then 

$50 after 6/1. After that violation letter will be sent and then possible court action. 

 

Mail: received update from Berkshire Dispatch, town’s cost going up $300 for next 

fiscal year. Will now cost $9,100+ for 911 service. There was discussion on 

possible change to Northampton which is no cost to towns but resistance from the 

fire department on switching. Cost is expensive for 33 911 calls in last year and all 

cell 911 calls already go to Northampton. Ambulance service was also discussed as 

town currently has Hinsdale as ambulance coverage and they only transport to 

BMC. Al had personal experience when his wife needed to be transported to 

Mercy in Springfield and Hinsdale refused at first but did agree to transport. 

 

New: TA advised he received phone call from Moriarty at DEP and Town will be 

allowed to remove asbestos from former general store but it will have to be 

transported by a licensed carrier. Also, if the roof is removed it can be placed in a 

demo dumpster, the asbestos contained in the material can be deposed of with the 

usual demo debris. We have to notify Moriarty when this is to be done. 

 

BEK submitted estimate of $7,000 for surveying Myers property at the old landfill 

on Skyline Trail. After brief discussion Dave and Al agreed cost is reasonable and 

TA will advise BEK. 



Increased costs of disposing of recyclables, town will no longer be receiving 

monies for same but will be charged $93 a ton to dispose. There was discussion 

about raising the sticker fee to help cover this expense, bag fees are not an option. 

 

TA advised PVPC will be sending Rick Baras up to inspect the wiring in the crawl 

space of the Senior Center for possible replacement with PVPC monies. 

 

Budget review: Board reviewed budgets they are responsible for. Legal budget was 

reduced from $15,000 to $7,500, all other stayed the same. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn, Al 2nd; vote 2-0 and meeting adjourned at 8:50pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 

 

 

 


