
Selectboard Minute 

March 9, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:00pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola; Chair; Albert Sirard; absent: Judith Hoag 

 

Also present: Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA); Ann Marie Visconti, 

Emergency Management Director; Jeanne LeClair, Economic Development 

Director 

 

Warrants reviewed and signed: Payroll: $7,731.23; Expenses: $21,412.01 and 

$267,918 

 

Minutes approved on motion by Dave, Al 2nd; vote 2-0. 

 

Ann Marie address the Board regarding the Corona Virus that recently was 

discovered in this country. She has put copies of what to do and how to avoid 

catching this disease at Senior Center and Dump Run Café. It is especially hard on 

persons over 60 with chronic or underlying health issues. Also, Steve Baker is 

running a First Responders course this month and she plans on having a CPR 

course in April. 

 

Jeanne LeClair met with the Board and said Gateway is reviewing there Pandemic 

Plan and are planning for every possibility with this virus. Additional information 

is available on the CDC website as well as the Mass.gov web site. 

 

She said the recently opened visitor center in Chester is doing well and Middlefield 

has space to promote itself in the center. Keystone’s submission to the Cannabis 

Control Board is completed and they are awaiting their license. She is willing to 

attend our ATM to answer any questions on planning issues. Gateway is again 

putting the Alternative Budget out for a vote at the member towns ATM. 

 

There was discussion on shared services among the towns, Dave said it would be 

less expensive in the long run but difficult for the towns to give up their 

independence. But they may have to do something they’ve never done before. 

Jeanne said she grew up in a small Missouri town but there was a strong County 

government and they did all the services that our individual towns do so the towns 

did not have the expense of funding the entire government. 

 



Al said the ATM warrant should request the $16,000 recommended in the 

Northeast IT assessment and maybe even ask for the entire $30,000 to bring the 

entire system up to date. TA to check with Paragus and Novus regarding IT for the 

Town. 

 

Highway Superintendent, Skip Savery, advised the Board the problem with the 

International was the water pump and it was replaced and the truck is back in 

service. He has purchased 500 tons of stone to prepare for the mud season. Also, 

he is requesting ATM funding to repave the Town Hall driveway and the areas in 

front of the Fire Station and Highway Garage. Before paving the town hall 

driveway, he will dig out the rough lower section and replace the culvert. Dave 

suggested Skip hire a bulldozer to use on Chipman Road and use the grindings 

from the Skyline Trail reconstruction to improve the road. He suggested at least a 

6-8” base. There was additional discussion regarding Chipman Road.  

 

Skip also said he sent the specs for the Skyline bid to the Franklin County Council 

of Governments to put it out to bid. 

 

Al motioned to adjourn, Dave 2nd; vote 2-0 and meeting adjourned at 7:25pm 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 

 


