
Board of Health Minutes 

March 11, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:30pm 

 

This was an emergency meeting of the BOH and Emergency Management Director to discuss the 

Corona Virus outbreak. 

 

Attending the meeting were: David DiNicola, Selectboard Chair; Albert Sirard, Selectman; 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator; Ann Marie Visconti, Emergency Management Director. 

 

Introductions of attendees: Dan Brown, Hinsdale ambulance Director; Suzanne Lemieux, Town 

Clerk; Skip Savery, Highway Superintendent; Kathe Warden, Chester Town Administrator; Joe 

Kearns, Finance Chair; Tom Austin, police officer; Jen Dion, Police Chief; Ron Radwich, Fire 

Chief; Adair Laurel-Cafarella, business owner; Angela Mulkerin, Hilltown Ambulance Director; 

Mary Ann Pease, HCAA president; and paramedic and EMT Loretta and Josh. 

 

Ann Marie opened by saying this is a serious issue and not to be taken lightly, she had printed 

handouts for distribution at the Senior Center and Dump Run Café. Governor Baker is currently 

recommending there be no gathering in crowds, maintain social distancing, spread out these 

steps will hopefully delay the spread of the virus. Also, no buffet style food offerings, virus is 

spread by contact and droplet and hits the elderly and those with health issues particularly hard. 

The World Health Organization has said it is now a pandemic. It is important that first 

responders, medical personnel and anyone in contact with possible victims wear the appropriate 

protective apparel. 

 

Tom Austin said it would be recommended that a list of any 1st responders that responded to a 

call be kept, that way if an issue arose those names would be available in the future. The 

confirmed case from Clarksburg involved 2 calls to the location prior to transport to the hospital. 

Otis also had a case that was originally a nonrelated medical and later diagnosed as the virus, that 

resulted in 3 EMT’s and the ambulance being placed on quarantine 

 

Mary Ann said the Chester had a meeting last night to discuss the same issues. They are using 

their reverse 911 to inform residents, also the Chester Community Forum web site is providing 

daily updates. There is a need for the towns to have a plan now and not wait, community meals 

provided by Highland Valley Eldercare are changing to a boxed meal that residents can pick up 

and take elsewhere to eat. 

 

Kathe reiterated this can’t wait and towns must act now. She contacted Highland Valley today 

and they are willing to box lunches for residents that normally went to the COA for a meal. Also, 

check on your elderly neighbors and network among your friends to make sure all are doing 

okay. 

 

Al said at this time the Senior Center and Town Hall are closed to all functions and will remain 

closed until a future time, Dave agreed. Adair said his business serves a Tuesday dinner and 

Thursday lunch and he will now provide take out containers and no longer allow indoor dining. 



There was discussion on protocols when responding to a call for medical assistance and Angela 

said it would be best for 1st responders to wait for the ambulance personnel to arrive as long as 

the patient was aware and breathing, this will eliminate any possibility of exposure to the virus 

by unprotected responders. CPR would be the only exception to waiting for the ambulance. Dan 

said that Hinsdale is working on a plan and is meeting on Monday with police, fire and the Town 

Administrator. Currently they are responding wearing masks and gloves. Ron said that 

Middlefield is keeping a log of all responders and no one responding should enter the residence 

before the rescue truck arrives and the situation is assessed. If the patient is positive, the 

ambulance has to be sanitized and quarantine, the EMTs/Paramedics also have to go through a 

protocol.  

 

There was discussion regarding CodeRed and having more residents sign up as this is the best 

way to get information to the residents. Ann Marie will have handouts available at the Transfer 

Station giving more info to residents. 

 

It was agreed that there should be interaction between the area towns, networking for 

information, etc. 

 

It was agreed that there will be no gatherings of any kind at the Senior Center and Town Hall. 

 

All were thanked for attending and providing valuable information. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn, al 2nd; vote 2-0 and meeting adjourned at 7:40pm 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 


