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Selectboard Meeting 

March 17, 2020 

Minutes 

 

Meeting opened at 6:30pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola, Chair, via conference call; Judith Hoag; Albert Sirard via 

conference call 

 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA); Matt Drenen, Accountant; Bev Cooper, 

Treasurer via conference call; Joe Kearns, Finance Chair 

 

Dave opened meeting stating he had left txt messages for both Matt and Bev and had 

gotten no responses, he also called Matt Andre at DOR to check on status of Town’s 

financials and was told the Schedule A had not been submitted and that the State would 

hold back monies until it is submitted. He asked what the status of the schedule was. 

 

Matt stated at the December meeting with the Selectboard and Bev, Bev stated she was 

not getting paid to train him and the Board allotted $1,000 for training. Since that 

meeting Bev has not been in on a Saturday for any training. Matt said he told the board 

that he had no experience in municipal finance although he was an accountant, his 

experience was with nonprofits and normal accounting. 

 

Bev said all he had to do was to review last year’s schedule and go from there and he 

could complete it. Matt said Bev revised the payroll warrant after he completed it and 

paid herself $500 on 2 separate occasions. Matt also said he called Andre to check if Bev 

could complete the Schedule A and was told DOR does not condone that and Bev can’t 

do both jobs. 

 

Dave said it’s time to move forward, this situation is not working, Judy said we can’t 

blame anyone. Dave stated it’s time for Plan B as this is back in the Selectboard’s lap. 

 

Matt said he told Dave two weeks ago that one has to go and Bev should stay as she can 

do the job. Dave asked Bev if she would be the accountant again and she said she would 

do it. Al said that the ball was dropped on both ends of the stick and Matt was getting the 

back end of the stick. Judy said Bev should go back as the accountant as she knows the 

job and situation Dave said there should be no mud slinging and he does not need the 

aggravation. 

 

There was further discussion on the Schedule A and both said they would be in on 

Saturday and complete and submit the Schedule A. Matt will complete the warrant on 

Saturday and then Bev will take over.  Dave also said he had spoken with a firm that does 

municipal accounting but Middlefield was too small, he recommended Kirsten Henshaw 

who is the Collector/Treasurer in Worthington. TA advised he already had received a 

recommendation for her from the Collector and would be contacting her. 
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Unscheduled business: Dave said he had been contacted by Natalie Blais, our State Rep. 

and she said if the town needs anything to call her. 

 

Al said Ron Radwich, fire Chief, had obtained some masks. 

 

Judy said Jackie Duda, Health Agent, will not be resigning as our Health Agent due to the 

uncertain circumstances surrounding the COVID-19. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn, Judy 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 7:20. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola; chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 

 

 

 


