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Selectboard Minutes 

April 6, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:00pm 

 

Present and calling in David DiNicola, Chair; Judith Hoag; Albert Sirard; 

Jackie Duda, Health Agent; Tamarin Laurel-Paine; Adair Laurel-Cafarella; 

Ann Marie Visconti. Emergency Management Director (7:11pm) 

Present in Town Hall: Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA); Joe Kearns, 

Finance Chair; Suzanne Lemieux 

 

Board moved to enter Board of Health meeting at 6:01pm. 

 

BOH motioned to follow the recently released State guidelines through May 

4th on motion by Dave, Judy 2nd; vote 3-0. All non-necessity businesses to 

remain closed no gatherings above 10 people and to keep at least 6 feet 

apart. 

 

Jackie said she received an email from Susan Borsello, pastor of local 

church, requesting to hold Easter Services at the Fairgrounds; it would be a 

drive-in type service using an AM radio frequency. Members would remain 

in their cars, Al could see no reason not to allow it, Judy said she was on the 

fence and Dave agreed with Judy. Jackie quoted the email from Susan, there 

was continued discussion and Judy said Susan would have to take 

responsibility of maintaining the 6 foot distance and maintain strict 

enforcement of the gathering. Al said the onus would be on them and 

motioned to allow the service,  

Dave 2nd; vote 3-0. Jackie said she would contact Susan and advise her of 

the board’s decision. 

 

Jackie said she has not heard anything from the fair at this time. Also, she 

has given approval for two septic installations, one on Johnny Cake and the 

other on Town Hill. Jackie also said she had received an email complaint 

about a person living in sub-standard housing with no septic or well, it is an 

elderly gentleman. The person sending the email spoke with Jackie and said 

she did not want to p0ursue the issue nut since it was public record she 

technically has a duty to look into it. At this time she did not feel it was 

worth investigating as the courts are closed and if the allegations were 

verified she would bring it to the board for condemnation. She would like to 

revisit the situation in one month, board agreed. 
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Jackie also said there were 2 cases of COVID-19 in Chester and the 

gentleman probably died from the virus, his wife is currently living with a 

relative in another town. it is Chester’s responsibility to investigate and relay 

the information. Jackie does not want to create issues by doing any 

investigations even though it is a bordering town. 

 

Jackie also followed with Porchlight VNA; they are closing but still 

currently doing the MAVEN reporting. The town received a $2,100 grant 

and 70% will go to Northampton for hiring 4 Public Nurses to monitor the 

COVID-19 virus issues for many towns that don’t have Public Nurses. It is 

time consuming and special training is required. The BOH can only discuss 

any such case with the 911 dispatcher but Jackie believes there are no cases 

in Middlefield. 

 

Susan Borsello called in and the restrictions on the Easter Services were 

explained to her. 

 

Judy also said she placed a sign outside the Post Office limiting entrance to 

one at a time. 

 

There was discussion on second home owners coming to town to escape the 

virus in their area, should they self quarantine voluntarily. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn the BOH meeting, Al 2nd; vote 3-0 and BOH 

meeting adjourned at 6:55pm 

 

Selectboard meeting resumed at 6:56pm. 

 

Town Clerk, Suzanne Lemieux, requested the board postpone the Annual 

Town  

Meeting and voting to a later date in the future. She said there are certain 

issues with having a Caucus and then the annual vote as currently there has 

to be 45 days between caucus and vote. Dave motioned to postpone, Judy 

2nd; vote 3-0. A date will be determined at a later date. 

 

Ann Marie said she spoke with Bob Berry at MEMA and he recommended 

the town declare Sate of Emergency that way we will be eligible for 75% 

reimbursement of any expense incurred as a result of the COVID-19 virus. 

Personal Protection Equipment is one item that has been purchased for the 
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Police and Fire Departments, time spent working on issues, etc. would all be 

subject to reimbursement. Dave motioned to declare state of emergency, 

Judy 2nd; vote 3-0. Dave will sign declaration. 

 

TA brought issue of Recording Secretary’s hourly rate to board; rate should 

be raised to $15/hour to be in line with other positions. Board agreed and 

Dave motioned to increase, Judy 2nd; vote 3-0. 

 

Preliminary review of ATM warrant was conducted and further review will 

be done at next meeting with some issues of spending to be looked at 

closely. 

 

Al brought up the property taxes being due and the hardship some owners 

may have with paying taxes if they are laid off from their jobs. He said other 

towns are waiving penalties, this was discussed and the issue will be brought 

to the Tax Collector. 

 

Al motioned to adjourn, Dave 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 

9:00pm 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Albert Sirard 

 

 


