
Selectboard Meeting 

April 17, 2020 

Dangerous Dog Hearing 

 

Meeting/hearing opened at 6:00pm 

 

Present: Selectboard members Judith Hoag and Albert Sirard; Town Administrator 

Duane Pease; Animal Control Officer Terry Donovan; Police Chief Jen Dion; 

Police Officer Ton Austin. Also present: Susan Beaudry (whose dog was attacked 

and she was bitten); Marie Pease; Sally Connors; Skip Savery and Suzanne 

Lemieux. 

 

ACO stated she received a call from Tom Austin regarding a dog issue, Tom had 

received the call from Berkshire dispatch. Terry went to the scene and noted the 

dog involved belonged to Cynthia Lapa, there had been past issues with this dog 

attacking other dogs as they were being walked in the area. Lapa said she had the 

dog on a leash but the collar broke and the dog took off after the other dog, Terry 

noted the collar was not broken. The Fire Dept. 1st Responders were treating the 

dog’s owner, Susan Beaudry, for what looked like dog bites on her arm. Terry 

advised Lapa that her dog had to go into quarantine for 10 days, it would be done 

either at her vets or Terry could take the dog. Terry advised if she took the dog 

there would be a boarding charge and no visitation while the dog was in 

quarantine. Lapa checked on the dog’s status every day with Terry, Terry asked 

what her plans were and decided to have the dog put down, Terry told her that if 

the dog was put down before the quarantine was over, it would have to be sent out 

for testing. Lapa asked Terry if she would take the dog to the vet to have it put 

down and Terry told her she did not have the authority to do that. The day the 

quarantine was over, Lapa picked the dog up at 9:05am, earlier than the agreed 

upon 9:30am. She said she was taking the dog to the vet to be put down. The State 

Police were also called to the scene but Terry had no interaction with them.  

 

As a result of previous issues and number of restrictions were in place, the yard 

had to be fenced, the dog had to be leashed at all times when it wasn’t in the 

kennel. Terry had checked to make sure these provisions were in place after the 

September 10, 2019 incident when the dog attacked dogs belonging to Stacy Fisk 

while they were being walked. 

 

Susan Beaudry owner of dog that was attacked and she also suffered dog bites. She 

said this was a very bad dog and should be destroyed. She had seen her in her yard 

as she was walking and Lapa waved at her, then her dog started to run up and 



down the fence line and got out of the fenced area and ran towards Susan and Lapa 

yelled to pick up her dog. Susan said the attack lasted about 5 minutes and it took 3 

adults to pull the dog off of Susan’s dog. All were rolling on the ground to try to 

separate the dogs. This was not a minor offense and she does not want it 

minimized. Lapa should not be able to get another dog based on the history of her 

and her dogs. Lapa’s first dog issue was in February 2016 and at that hearing her 

two dogs were deemed Dangerous. One of the dogs has since passed as a result of 

being struck by a car. 

 

Terry told the Board the owner could be fined for being in violation of the previous 

orders and be prohibited from owning a dog for 5 years according to the Town’s 

Dog By-Law. Marie Pease was a witness to the attack and helped to separate the 

dogs, she said it was a vicious attacked and the three of them were rolling around 

in mud trying to separate the dogs. 

 

Judy said she had called the vet’s office to confirm the dog had been put down but 

was not able to obtain anything in writing, she just got verbal confirmation. Susan 

said the Selectboard has to consider ways to monitor provisions when orders are 

given to dog owners. She did not follow the rules that were given her at a previous 

hearing and why make them if they are going to be selectively enforced. Everyone 

here has been affected by Lapa’s bad behavior and she should be fined and made to 

pay them. 

 

Marie said there are dogs roaming free in her area, Terry said if she’s not notified, 

she can’t do anything about it. Judy said dog owners have to follow the By-Laws. 

Town Administrator to follow with Town Council regarding fines and prohibiting 

future dog ownership. 

 

Tom said the 9-1-1 called went to him and since it involved a dog, he contacted the 

ACO. When Terry arrived, she called the State Police, normally the State Police 

would not respond to a dog bite but they did in this case. Terry did not know what 

the results of their investigation was. 

 

Al motioned to adjourn, Judy 2nd; vote 2-0 and hearing adjourned at 6:40pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: Duane Pease, Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

Judith Hoag     Albert Sirard 



 


