
Selectboard Minutes 

April 22, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:00pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola; Chair; on phone: Judith Hoag; Albert Sirard; also on 

phone: Jackie Duda, Health Agent; Joe Kearns, Finance Chair; Ann Marie 

Visconti; EMD; Adair Laurel-Cafarella 

 

Also present: Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA); Skip Savery, Highway 

Superintendent 

 

Jackie Duda gave update on Porchlight VNA situation; Porchlight is still 

monitoring MAVEN reporting for the town. There still in no reported COVID-19 

cases in town. She has also been in contact with the Northampton Public Nurses 

and they have received no calls regarding reported cases. Jackie has been working 

with various Public Health Nurses trying to find someone to take over for 

Porchlight when they finally cease doing business. When a confirmed case is 

located in a town, the Board of Health is notified of an address only, no names are 

used. She reiterated the best defense against the virus is social distancing and 

frequent hand washing. State report of 89 cases reported in Middlefield is in error 

and Jackie will call to get it corrected. 

 

Minutes of March 9th accepted on motion b Dave, Al 2nd; vote 2-0; Judy abstained 

as she was not present. 

Minutes of March 11th accepted on motion by Dave, Al 2nd; vote 2-0, with Judy 

abstaining again. 

Minutes of March 17th accepted with typo corrections on motion by Dave, Al 2nd; 

vote 3-0. 

 

Mail reviewed: PVPC sent letter to accept 2nd round of Emergency COVID-19 

funding, Dave signed agreement. 

 

Ann Marie advised she has purchased PPE using her EMD funds and the 

Emergency COVID-19 funds can be used for the Public Health Nurse. She has 

given 22 disposable suits, 19 gowns, masks and face shields to the Fire Dept. She 

had asked the fire Chief what he needed but never got an answer so she ordered 

what she felt would be needed. At the March 11th Emergency BOH meeting Ann 

Marie asked Ron what he had and he said he had 12 N95 masks and some gloves. 



There was continued discussion on what has been supplied and what would be 

needed, the police dept. was also give gloves. 

 

Ann Marie said she attended the fire Dept. meeting last night, there were about 10 

members there and were in the fire house, keeping about 6’ apart around a truck. 

No one had a mask on. Dave said that was unacceptable especially so late in the 

game when everyone knows how the virus is communicated, they should know 

better. Judy said its not just one group but all groups in town and is there a way to 

order everyone to where masks when out in public. 

 

MIIA sent letter stating increase of 9.2% increase in rates for FY21, Dave signed 

agreement, TA will scan and send to MIIA. 

 

Skip and TA advised board of using Transfer Station grant funds to purchase an 

electronics box as we are charged $1,000/year to lease the current box. A used box, 

delivered with a rollup door would cost about $4,000. 

 

ATM warrant was discussed next; Dave stated the increases requested totaled 

$161,500 and that would be over $2 on the tax rate. 

 

Board reviewed the highway expenses with Skip; salary account includes a 2% 

raise and the funds for hiring the summer help. Article requesting new pickup to 

replace the current on that is 35 years old was discussed. In light of current 

financial situation with non-essential workers laid off, is a F350 really needed and 

could it be put off for another year. There was more discussion but no decision 

reached. Skip has article for paving Town Hall driveway and basketball court. 

Driveway would be widened by 3 feet, court paving would be paid for by the 

Dickson Fund. Dave felt it may be less expensive to do these at the same time as 

the Skyline Trail work as the equipment would already be here. 

 

General Store was also discussed, Skip would like to see it down before the 

Skyline Trail work is started, and there was discussion about getting the asbestos 

tile out and having it disposed of properly. Dave will be demoing a building and 

will check to see if our asbestos tiles could be taken with the contaminated material 

from the demo. Judy questioned if a cost could be determined prior to the ATM. 

 

Article 27 relates to the cost of buying the old land fill property from Anita Myers. 

Dave said he had talked to Bev and there is about $17,000 left in the account for 

capping the landfill and also $16,000 in the Disposal Area account, these are 



numbers that have been carried over from past years.  This will be looked into 

more. 

 

Article 29 is for a new handicap ramp at the Senior Center in the amount of 

$25,000. Joe Kearns said he has spoken with Jeanne LeClair and she is looking 

into obtaining a grant as well as talking to PVPC about grant possibilities. Joe said 

the plan was developed by a member of the finance Committee. 

 

Jackie contacted Ann Marie and advised the COVID-19 case issue for Middlefield 

has been corrected and it now shows 0 cases in Middlefield. 

 

Judy said she verified that Lapa’s dog has been put down, however, the vet is not 

able to send written confirmation due to privacy issues. 

 

Next meeting will be Tuesday the 28th. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn, Al 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 8:15pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Albert Sirad 


