
Selectboard Minutes 

May 19, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:08pm 

 

Present: David DiNicola, Chair; Albert Sirard; Duane Pease, Town Administrator;  

Ann Marie Visconti, EMS/EMD Director. 

 

Participating by phone: Judith Hoag, Selectboard member; Jackie Duda, Health 

Agent; Joe Kearns, Finance Chair 

 

Also on the phone call: Tamarin Laurel-Paine; Adair Laurel-Cafarella; Anita 

Myers; Heather Baylis; Curt Robie; Cheryl Miller-Harper. 

 

Warrants reviewed and signed; Payroll: $21,887.45; Expenses: $22,198.28 

 

Minutes of the Dog Hearing approve on motion by Al, Judy 2nd; vote 2-0 with 

Dave abstaining as he was not present for the hearing. 

 

Mail: survey from BEK for the Myer’s land, gives option of 2 size lots. One 8 

acres the other 9.47 acres. After brief discussion, Board agreed to pursue larger lot 

on motion by Dave, Al 2nd; vote 3-0. 

 

Issue of camping as question from land owner who has been camping on River 

Road since the 80’s. He usually camps about 4 weekends a year but with current 

situation he has been up more often. Current By-Law allows 24 consecutive days. 

Electrical Inspector allowed Eversource to bring power to land. Al said the 

building Inspector needs to have it taken out, it is now a camp site. 

 

ATM warrant reviewed next. 

 

Article 12 addressed the Alternative funding of the school budget. There was 

discussion on this, this funding would cost Middlefield $40,000 it would save 

under the Statutory Method and have 2% increase over last year’s amount. After 

discussion, the Board agreed that this may be the way to go but since last year 2 

town’s voted it down because of the savings they had under the statutory plan and 

what was good you last year and not me. On a motion by Dave, Al 2nd the vote 

against recommending was 2-1 with Judy voting no. 

 

Articles 14, 18, 25, 26 were all agreed to sponsorship by the board. 



 

Article 22 dealt with the Highway request for a new pickup. Dave had missed the 

discussion from Al regarding same, current pickup is 35 years old and Al felt half 

the cost could come from Free Cash and the rest raise and appropriate. Board 

agreed with that. 

 

Article Judy also asked what the cost of razing the two Town Center building 

would be, Dave had estimated the cost of disposing of the demo for both but the 

asbestos removal of the house was not included. Dave will get an updated cost 

from Barile for both buildings but felt it would be $30-35,000. 

 

Article 23 was tabled until a firm figure on the Town Hall driveway paving could 

be obtained. 

 

Article 27 concerned the funding of the Economic Development director. Dave 

doesn’t see where it benefits the town as their no businesses that could use that 

expertise and it just doesn’t fit. Al agreed with Dave and felt the article should be 

removed from the warrant. Dave motioned to remove, Al 2nd; vote 2-1 with Judy 

dissenting.  

 

Article 31 was tabled for now, Dave is going to get updated asbestos figures from 

Barile who provided the original estimates. 

 

New business: Judy recommended dedication of Town Report to Lois Bell and 

Suzanne Lemieux for the work they do at the Senior Center. Board agreed.  

Judy also requested the Board approve the purchase of a banner to congratulate the 

Gateway Seniors, banner would be place on lawn outside Town Hall, Board 

okayed purchase. 

 

Annual Town Meeting to be held on June 20th and will take place at the 

Fairgrounds as Social Distancing would not be possible at the Town Hall. 

 

There was discussion on the ambulance situation in Town as Hilltown has had 

quite a few calls lately as Hinsdale was unable to respond. Hilltown is staffed 24 

hours and most of the time at the paramedic level; Hinsdale is a volunteer service 

and responds at the EMT level. There will be further discussion on this issue. 

 

Board adjourned Selectboard Meeting at 7:40pm and opened a Board of Health 

Meeting. 

 



Health Agent, Jackie Duda, reviewed the State’s new opening guidelines and how 

they’d apply to Azure Green. Currently only 5 people are allowed in the building 

to work but starting next Monday it will be increased to 7 on the first floor and 5 

on the second floor. State guidelines will have to be followed and the forms will 

have to be submitted. After much discussion, Dave motioned to allow Azure Green 

to open under the current guidelines; Judy 2nd; vote 2-0 with Al abstaining as he is 

employed by the firm.  

 

Jackie then brought up the “Community Room” that is part of the building. It 

provides internet access to the townspeople and right now is being used by students 

that don’t have internet access at home as access is very limited in Town. It is also 

being used by an aide to assist in the on-line classes being taught by the Gateway 

schools. Judy felt this was a violation of the Governor’s orders but was neutral as 

far as banning it, if there are no complaints, let it be. 

 

Dave motioned to adjourn; Judy 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 8:38pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

David DiNicola, Chair 

 

 

Judith Hoag 

 

 

Albert Sirard 


