
Selectboard/BOH Minutes 

August 11, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:35pm 

 

Present: Judith Hoag, Chair; Ann Marie Visconti; Tonya Santaniello 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA); Sarah Foley, School Committee member. Skip Savery, 

Highway Superintendent; Joe Kearns, Finance Chair 

 

Warrants reviewed and signed; Payroll: $15,701.52; Expenses: $127.350.32 

 

Skip advised the milling is complete and the paving is to start on Thursday. Also, Peru wanted to 

know if he would be willing to mow a short section of Arthur Pease Road that he could do when 

he mows his portion, Skip said that would not be a problem. Judy also asked about the proposed 

town park on the site of the former general store and adjacent house, the two parcels are very 

small and would it be a problem if the park extended into the highway property. Skip said he 

would not have a problem with that. 

 

Sarah advised the board the Gateway has presented a shared hybrid plan to the state for 

reopening in the fall. This is more structured than the March plan as that was done on an 

emergency basis as the COVID-19 struck, there is more in place.  The school is purchasing “hot 

spots” for areas that don’t have high speed internet so they could go fully remote. There has been 

a 10-day reduction in the school year. Special needs, etc., pre-school, kindergarten will be the 

first to start then the grammar school and then the middle and high school. Currently it looks like 

Middlefield students in the 3rd and 4th grade will be attending Murryfield in Huntington. Busing 

still has to be figured with the 6’ distancing but parents will be encouraged to drive their students 

to school. There was discussion regarding COVID testing and screening. 

 

Minutes of 7/27 approved on motion by Ann Marie, Tonya 2nd; vote 3-0. 

 

Discussion about CodeRed and getting more residents to sign up, TA will have large signs made 

at Staples. Notices had previously been sent out in the quarterly tax bills and there was little 

response to that. 

 

Old business: Finance Chair said he is waiting for Bev to close out FY’20 

 

New business: it was mentioned that Huntington purchased “good” masks for the Town Hall 

employees, Ann Marie said Middlefield got 6,000 K95 masks from MEMA. She is looking for 

an area to store the PPE supplies. TA suggested using the pantry in the kitchen as it currently 

holds most of the dished, etc. from the time the building was used as a school. 

 

Ann Marie was concerned as there was a person using the Transfer Station and was not wearing 

a mask. She recommends a sign that says no mask or face covering, no service. 

 

7:30pm Selectboard meeting closed and Board of Health meeting opened. 

 



Review of K-P law’s review of BOH order requiring face masks or face coverings be worn in all 

town buildings. Also reviewed the partial reopening of the Town Hall. 

 

Judy motioned to required masks or face coverings must be worn in the Town Hall or at the 

Transfer Station, Ann Marie 2nd; vote 3-0. 

 

7:50pm BOH meeting closed and returned to Selectboard meeting. 

 

Suzanne said she will be holding early voting and will use the same directives she used for the 

Town voting, one way in the auditorium and out through the rear door. 

 

Judy motioned to pass the emergency order for the partial opening of the Town Hall, Tonya 2nd; 

vote 3-0. This order will require appointments be made in advance with the particular employee 

if an issue can’t be resolved via phone or email. 

 

Police Chief, Jen Dion, stated the office phone, 623-005 is the current number and people can 

leave a message. She is able to retrieved the messages remotely. She would like to hire another 

officer, he lives in Becket, is fully trained and had completed the full-time office academy. He 

has 20 years of experience. He will be able to train Tonya on radar as he is qualified as a radar 

trainer. Will arrange for him to attend a meeting next week. 

 

Judy motioned to adjourn, Ann Marie 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 8:02pm 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by:  

 

 

Judith Hoag, Chair 

 

 

Ann Mari Visconti 

 

 

Tonya Santaniello  

 


