
 

 

 

Selectboard Minutes 

August 18, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:30pm 

 

Present: Ann Marie Visconti; Tonya Santaniello; on phone: Judith Hoag, Chair 

 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator; Tom Austin, Police Officer; Michael Marcus, 

potential police officer appointment; Suzanne Lemieux, Town Clerk; Joe Kearns, 

Finance chair 

 

Meeting held to interview Michael Marcus for a position on the Police Dept. 

 

Judy opened the questioning asking why his interest in the position. Marcus said he 

always wants to be involved, teach new officers, work with the residents. He has a 

lot of experience, has previously worked as a full-time officer in Becket and has 

served as an officer in Huntington. In response to a question of being able to 

respond to emergencies, he said he lives on route 8 in Becket and is 10 minutes 

away and would be able to respond. Also, in November he will be spending some 

time in New York City as part of his full-time job so he wouldn’t be available all 

the time. 

 

Marcus said he has been involved in training officers and would be able to aid in 

the training of Tonya, she is radar qualified but does not have the necessary hours 

to do it on her own. He said Police Training is an ongoing endeavor and he enjoys 

that part of the job. 

 

His police job in Becket required him to be on 4 days and be available to take and 

answer calls after his shift was over, he had a young daughter at that time and 

wanted to spend time with his family without having to leave for a call. He had 

spent 6 years on the force. 

 

There was discussion about his other qualifications, EMT training, Red Cross 

instructor in first Aid, AED training, borne blood pathogens. He is qualified in 

pistol, long guns, shot guns and well as low light training. He is a graduate of the 

full-time police academy. He has much of his own equipment and would only need 

articles that would identify him as a Middlefield Police Officer. 



 

Judy felt he would be an asset to the town but questioned the police budget for 

hiring another officer. Tom said much of his work would be in training and there is 

money in that budget. 

 

Judy motioned to appoint Michael Marcus to the Police Dept., Ann Marie 2nd; vote 

2-0 with Tonya abstained as she is a member of the Police Dept. 

 

Ann Marie motioned to adjourn, Tonya 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 

7:07pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by” 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

Judith Hoag, Chair 

 

 

Ann Marie Visconti 

 

 

Tonya Santaniello  

 


