
Selectboard Minutes 

October 7, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:34pm 

 

Present: Judith Hoag, Chair; Ann Marie Visconti; Tonya Santaniello 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA); Suzanne Lemieux, Town Clerk; Highway 

Superintendent, Skip Savery 

 

Warrants reviewed and signed; Payroll: $12,940.20 and $2,072.22; Expenses: 

$14,220.92. 

 

Minutes of 9/22/20 approved on motion by Ann Marie, Tonya 2nd; vote 3-0. 

Minutes of 8/25/20 approved on motion by Tonya, Judy 2nd’ vote 2-0 as Ann Marie 

called away for a few minutes. 

 

Assessor’s contract with Mayflower was discussed, this contract covers the re-

evaluation of the resident’s property and is a requirement of the state. After brief 

discussion Judy motioned to accept, Ann Marie 2nd; vote 2-0 with Tonya 

abstaining as she is member of the Assessor board. 

 

Halloween Trick or Treating was next, Board felt this was a decision to be left up 

to the individuals whether they wanted to participate or not.  Hours would be from 

5-7pm and all should practice social distancing, wear masks and hand out the treats 

and not let the children stick their hands in a treat bowl.  TA will send notice to 

Country Journal for publication. 

 

TA advised he had met with Josh Garcia, Town Administrator in Blandford and 

one of the interesting items discussed was the fee for Berkshire Dispatch. Josh sent 

copy of their agreement and they pay $4,940.06 for the year. Blandford is more 

than twice the size of Middlefield and pays $4,000 less. This will be looked into 

and discussed with the Fire Chief. Ann Marie has made contact with Matt Barstow 

who lead the Northampton 9-1-1 dispatch for the State Police. He is sending a 

preliminary questionnaire to the Board. Financial consideration is not an item that 

is used in determining if we qualify for the no-cost service provided by 

Northampton. There was continued discussion regarding this service, current 

ambulance service at volunteer EMT level, the increase in elderly in town and need 

for more advanced emergency medical care prior to getting to a hospital. Ann 

Marie stated at one of the Annual Town Meetings it was agreed that a committee 



be formed to address the emergency needs of the Town, that has not happened to 

date. 

Old Business: The Police Dept. answering machine is now functional, it can be 

accessed remotely and initially tells the caller if it is an emergency to hang up and 

dial 9-1-1.    

 

TA advised he had spoken with Comcast contact, Eileen Leahy, and they are still 

waiting on licenses from Verizon. Once they are received Comcast will begin 

wiring the town for internet. 

 

TA has sent updated contact list to web master to post on Town web site, it gives 

current hours and phone #’s to contact departments. 

 

Suzanne said a drop box is to be installed tomorrow, it can be used to drop off 

lection ballots, tax payments, etc.  She received a $5,000 grant from the State to aid 

in the election.  She will also post the limits on social gatherings on the sign in 

front of the Town Hall. 

 

Tonya, speaking as a police officer, said the recent break-ins of vehicles is being 

investigated by the State Police, most cars were just rummaged through with 

nothing taken. The cars were unlocked at the time. 

 

Skip said he will be spreading the millings from Skyline Trail on Chipman Road 

nest spring, he has to replace 4 culverts and will be putting a fabric liner on the 

road. He is 3-4 load short of top soil for the park area where the former store and 

house were. He is also waiting for the caps for the parking area at the Senior 

Center, he has left messages for the supplier but has not heard back. 

 

Judy motioned to adjourn, Tonya 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 7:55pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator  

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

Judith Hoag, Chair  Ann Marie Visconti  Tonya Santaniello 

 



 

 

 


