
Selectboard Minutes 

November 4, 2020 

 

Meeting opened at 6:31pm 

 

Present: Judith Hoag, Chair; Ann Marie Visconti; Tonya Santaniello 

Duane Pease, Town Administrator (TA); Jay Swift 

 

Phoning in: Suzanne Lemieux, Town Clerk; Albee’s 

 

Warrants reviewed and signed; Payroll: $9,282.14; Expenses: $7,431.94 

 

Minutes reviewed and approved on motion by Ann Marie, Tonya 2nd; vote 3-0. 

 

Jay spoke to the Board regarding his review of the Comcast contract with the 

Town. He said Comcast will run copper wire instead of fiber and in 10 years it will 

need to be replaced. There are no performance dates or guarantees in the contract 

and the State is the one holding all the power over this install. There was more 

discussion regarding this and he is willing to rattle any cage he has to get what the 

town needs. TA said he would follow up with Eileen Leahy at Comcast, they have 

bi-weekly meetings with Verizon, Eversource and MBI to discuss progress. Board 

thanked Jay for his input. 

 

Old business: TA advised lower rate for Berkshire Dispatch for Blandford was 

because they have a repeater on their antenna at the highway garage. 

 

Also brought up by Ann Marie was the Safety Committee that was discussed at an 

Annual Town Meeting. A meeting will be held on November 13th at 2:30pm. TA 

will contact fire chief. There was brief additional discussion regarding this 

committee. 

 

The radar sign was also discussed, this sign attaches to a vehicle with suction cups 

and that makes it difficult to be placed and then left alone. 

 

The Town’s population is aging and the possibility of having Hilltown Ambulance 

provide service was discussed. TA will contact director and obtain a cost of this 

service. Hilltown offers a paramedic service on most of their shifts and with the 

aging population, this could be a great benefit. We currently are paying $2,000 a 

year to Hinsdale for their volunteer service that is staffed by EMT’s. 

 



New business: Ann Marie stated the governor has issued new orders to combat the 

COVID pandemic, it limits indoor gatherings to 10 people and outdoor to 25. 

Requires all to wear a mask whether indoors or outdoors and imposes a curfew. 

 

Public input: Suzanne questioned where to put the flags on Veteran’s Day, 

previously they were place around the building and in the parking area. The 

parking area is now paved so it was agreed to place the flag in front of the 

building. 

 

Judy motioned to adjourn, Ann Marie 2nd; vote 3-0 and meeting adjourned at 

7:25pm. 

 

Minutes respectively submitted by: 

 

Duane Pease 

Town Administrator 

 

Minutes accepted with/without changes by: 

 

 

Judith Hoag, Chair 

 

 

Ann Marie Visconti 

 

 

Tonya Santaniello   

  


